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REMARKS 

The Office action mailed on 28 July 2003 (Paper No. 5) has been carefully 
considered. 

The specification and Abstract are being amended to correct minor errors and 
improve form. Entry of the substitute specification attached is respectfully requested. 
No new matter has been introduced into the specification. Claims 1 thru 10 are being 
canceled without prejudice or disclaimer, and new claims 1 1 thru 27 are being added. 
Thus, claims 1 1 thru 27 are pending in the application. 

It is noted that the objection to the Information Disclosure Statement set forth on 
page 2 of the Office action is deemed to be withdrawn in view of the Examiner's Letter 
(Paper No. 6) mailed on 1 1 August 2003 . 

On page 2 of the Office action, the Examiner objected to Figures 1-3 for 
containing reference numeral "21" which is not mentioned in the specification. In the 
first paragraph on page 3 of the Office action, the Examiner objected to Figures 2 and 3 
for containing reference numeral "30" which is used in Figure 1. In the second paragraph 
on page 3 of the Office action, the Examiner objected to the drawings because they do not 
show all of the features of the invention specified in the claims. 
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The specification and drawings are being amended in compliance with the 
objections set forth by the Examiner on pages 2 and 3 of the Office action. Thus, the 
specification now refers to element 21 as a "main portion" of the support body 20. 
Furthermore, in Figures 2 and 3, reference numeral "30" is being changed to "30b" (in the 
case of Figure 2) and "30c" (in the case of Figure 3) as suggested by the Examiner. 
Finally, in drafting new claims 1 1 thru 27, only features of the invention shown in the 
disclosure are specified in the claims. Accordingly, the objection to Figures 1-3, as set 
forth on pages 2 and 3 of the Office action, no longer apply and should be withdrawn. 

On page 3 of the Office action, the Examiner objected to the title of the invention 
as being non-descriptive. The title of the invention is being changed to "CONNECTED 
SOLID SOAPS WITH KEEPING UNIT". It is submitted that this title of the invention is 
descriptive of the invention. 

On page 4 of the Office action, the Examiner objected to the Abstract for several 
informalities. The Abstract is being amended to correct minor errors and improve form, 
and to eliminate any informalities noted by the Examiner. 

On page 4 of the Office action, the Examiner objected to the specification, and 
required a substitute specification in proper idiomatic English and in compliance with 37 
C.F.R. § 1.52(a) and (b). In addition, the Examiner required correction of reference 
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numeral "10c" to "10" at line 9 on page 3. In accordance with the Examiner's statement, 
a substitute specification is being provided herewith. In the process of amending the 
specification, reference numeral "10c" appearing at page 3, line 9 of the original 
specification is being changed to "10". Entry of the substitute specification is 
respectfully requested. No new matter has been introduced into the specification. 

On pages 4-5 of the Office action, the Examiner rejected claims 1 thru 10 under 35 
U.S.C. §112 (second paragraph) for indefmiteness. In canceling claims 1 thru 10 and 
substituting new claims 1 1 thru 27, the new claims have been drafted in order to avoid 
any indefiniteness. Accordingly, it is submitted that new claims 1 1 thru 27 meet the 
requirements of 35 U.S.C. §112 (second paragraph), and that the rejection on that basis 
should now be withdrawn. 

On pages 5-6 of the Office action, the Examiner rejected claims 1 and 6 under 35 
U.S.C. §102 for alleged anticipation by Langguth, U.S. Patent No. 658,991. On page 6 of 
the Office action, the Examiner rejected claims 1, 3, 5, 8 and 10 under 35 U.S.C. §102 for 
alleged anticipation by Cox, U.S. Patent No. 849,978. On pages 7-8 of the Office action, 
the Examiner rejected claims 2, 7 and 9 under 35 U.S.C. §103 for alleged unpatentability 
over Cox '978 and further in view of Blaisdell et al, U.S. Patent No. 5,074,699. For the 
reasons stated below, it is submitted that the invention recited in the claims, as now 
amended, is distinguishable from the prior art cited by the Examiner so as to preclude 
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rejection under 35 U.S.C. §102 or §103. 

Langguth *991 discloses a soap cake and holder for holding the soap cake. Cox 
*978 discloses a soap holding or retaining device. Blaisdell et al. '699 discloses a 
disengaging ball joint of the quick-release type. Finally, Noto '010 disclose s an 
adjustable accessory for attaching a brooch to a band. 

In the latter regard, it should be noted that only Langguth '991 and Cox '978 relate 
to a holding or retaining device for holding or retaining a bar of soap. In contrast, 
Blaisdell et aL '699 and Noto '010 do not at all relate to the technical class or art 
classification relating to holding or retaining devices for bars of soap or other related 
items. Accordingly, it is submitted that the combination of Blaisdell et al. '699 and Noto 
'010 with either one of Langguth '991 and Cox '978 constitutes an improper combination 
under 35 U.S.C. §103 because one of ordinary skill in the art, upon reviewing the 
disclosures of soap holding or retaining devices in Langguth '991 and Cox '978, would 
not be motivated or led to seek and obtain the disclosures of a disengaging ball joint and 
an adjustable accessory for a brooch, as set forth in Blaisdell et al '699 and Noto '010, 
respectively. 

Turning to consideration of the claims, independent claim 1 1 recites a unit for 
interconnecting a bar of soap and other items, comprising the combination of a support 
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body, first connecting means and second connecting means, with the functions recited in 
the claims. Whereas Langguth '991 and Cox '978 disclose the combination of a support 
body and first connecting means extending from a first end of the bar of soap for 
connecting the bar of soap to a hanging device, neither patent discloses or even suggests 
provision of second connecting means extending out of the bar of soap from a second end 
of the bar of soap for connecting the bar of soap to another item. 

Thus, a rejection under 35 U.S.C. §102 for direct anticipation is clearly 
inappropriate. Moreover, a rejection under 35 U.S.C. §103 for alleged obviousness is 
also inappropriate since neither Langguth '991 nor Cox '978 contains within its 
respective disclosure any suggestion which would lead one of ordinary skill in the art to 
modify the arrangement disclosed in those patents so as to provide second connecting 
means as recited in independent claim 1 1 . 

Dependent claims 12 thru 22 provide further bases for distinguishing the invention 
from the prior art cited by the Examiner in that those dependent claims recite specific 
details regarding the first connecting means and the second connecting means (see claims 
12 thru 20) and a receptacle for holding a liquid in the soap body (see claims 21 and 22), 
and none of those detailed features is disclosed or suggested in the prior art cited by the 
Examiner. 
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Turning to consideration of independent claim 23, that independent claim recites a 
unit for containing liquid within and dispensing liquid from a bar of soap, comprising the 
combination of a receptacle, a hollow shaft, and a stopper with the various functions 
recited in the claims. None of the patents cited by the Examiner discloses or suggests 
such a combination of elements as recited in independent claim 23. 

On page 6 of the Office action, the Examiner states that Cox '978 discloses a unit 
defining a tubular support body having a partial portion forming a receptacle and a lower 
side thereof forming a stopper (see the first two lines of the third paragraph on page 6 of 
the Office action). However, Cox '978 does not disclose or suggest the provision of a 
receptacle for holding a liquid, nor does Cox '978 disclose or suggest a hollow shaft 
extending from the receptacle to an end of the bar of soap. Furthermore, Cox '978 does 
not disclose or suggest a stopper insertable into a hollow shaft at the end of the bar of 
soap for retaining liquid within the bar of soap, and Cox '978 does not disclose or suggest 
a stopper which is removable from the hollow shaft at the end of the bar of soap for 
permitting removal of the liquid from the bar of soap. In fact, Cox '978 does not disclose 
or suggest anything relating to a bar of soap holding liquid or dispensing of liquid from a 
bar of soap. 

Finally, dependent claims 24 thru 27 recite further details of the stopper recited in 
independent claim 21 (see dependent claim 24), and recite the first and second connecting 
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means for hanging the bar of soap and connecting the bar of soap to other items, 
respectively (see dependent claims 25 thru 27). These additional features recited in 
dependent claims 24 thru 27 further distinguish the invention from the prior art cited by 
the Examiner. 

As mentioned above, corrections to Figures 2 and 3 of the drawings are being 
submitted herewith. Figure 2 is being amended to change reference numeral "30" to 
reference numeral "30b", while Figure 3 is being amended to change reference numeral 
"30" to reference numeral "30c". Entry of corrected formal Figures 2 and 3 which 
incorporate these corrections is respectfully requested. 

In view of the above, it is submitted that the claims of this application are in 
condition for allowance, and early issuance thereof is solicited. Should any questions 
remain unresolved, the Examiner is requested to telephone Applicant's attorney. 
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No fee is incurred by this Amendment. 



1522 "K" Street N.W., Suite 300 
Washington, D.C. 20005 
(202) 408-9040 

Folio: P56692 
Date: 10/21/03 
I.D.: REB/JGS 



Respectfully submitted, 




Robert E. Bushnell, 
Attorney for the Applicant 
Registration No.: 27,774 
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